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Ihe City of the Coal Mines 


Seltlement of Coalinga, Heart of the Oil Fields, Started As Result of 
Discovery at Alcalde, Five Miles Away. 


| HE fine little city of .Coalinga, 

metropolis of Western Fresno 

County, and the wealth-producing 
oil fields surrounding it have romance 
written into their history. Bandits, train 
robbers, cattle rustlers, coal mines, and the 
rough but picturesque life of a real frontier 
community are highlights in the telling 
of its tale. It is not generally known to 
the present generation in the Great 
Interior that coal gave Coalinga its start 
and its name. On the pages of days gone 
by it is recorded that coal mines made and 
unmade another village near Coalinga,— 


aw 


the village of Alcalde, in the Coast Range 
hills, five miles west. 

It is written that in the 80's a coal mine 
was “discovered” near Alcalde and sold to 
Fresno and Hanford residents, and to 
remittance men from England. In 1886 
the Southern Pacific extended its railroad 
from Huron, on the West Side plains, to 
the new coal fields. Before that date the 
coal was being hauled by horses and mules 
to Huron for loading on railway cars. 

With the extension of the railroad, the 
village of Alcalde soon had a regular depot, 
a few stores and a number of houses. Then 
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the village of Coalinga sprang up almost 
overnight. It was a wide open town, 
typical of the western frontier. 

Cowboys from the great cattle ranges of 
the Coast Range hills and coal miners from 
Alcalde were attracted by -the night life of 
the new town. Saloons and gambling 
houses were opened, and cowboys and 
miners flocked in to spend their money. 
Stores were built, and the population began 
to grow. 

About this time it was found that the 
coal mines at Alcalde did not pay. Inves- 
tors learned that the tract of land had been 
“unloaded” to them. Discovery was 6 
that the coal was not much more than oil 
seepage, which had hardened. As a result, 
when the coal mines were closed the rail- 
road line was abandoned and the rails 
leading to the mines were torn up and used 
elsewhere. The railroad company, how- 
ever, still runs one train each week to the 
old site of Alcalde to hold its franchise. 


BANDIT MURIETTA CAMPED HERE 


At a point about a mile north of the 
present Claremont school, is an old and 
abandoned road which leads to the original 
coal mine from which the city of Coalinga 
derived its name. 


Coalinga’s water is supplied from deep wells electrically 
pumped. 
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Pioneer cattle men of the Coast Range 
hills like to tell of the days when Murietta, 
the bandit, the Dalton Brothers and Sontag 
and Evans, train robbers, visited the Coa- 
linga region. They point to Joaquin Rocks, 
near the oil fields, where Murietta had his 
stronghold at a lookout point where he 
could view the approach of any man or 


animal. Miurietta and his followers stayed 


for years in the district, making it their 
headquarters from which they rode on their 
raids of banditry that extended into many 
parts of the State. Pioneers also recall 
cattle rustling of long ago, when herds 
which eventually built up great fortunes 
were started with a branding iron .and a 
rope, and the town was the headquarters 
for "bad men." 


In the early days of Coalinga, the train 
to and from Goshen was a big event twice 
each week. Most of the population, 
including miners from Coal Canyon, 
usually went down to the small depot to 
see the train come in. 


COALINGA TODAY A MODERN CITY 


In the past twenty-five years, Coalinga 
has grown from a town of several saloons, 
a few grocery stores, blacksmith shops and 
wooden shacks, to the second city in size 
in Fresno County,—a modern city of 
nearly 4,000 inhabitants. It has a good 
train service, a paved highway to the center 
of the Valley, a good mountain road to the 
Coast, two hundred stores in brick and 
concrete buildings, three modern hotels, a 
progressive daily newspaper, wide paved 
streets and sidewalks, thousand of shade 
trees, new motorized fire-fighting appara- 
tus, water system, all electrical conven- 
iences of any city, splendid telephone 
service, a half dozen modern school build- 
ings with a total enrollment of nearly 
1,200 students, eight oil supply depots 
doing annually a half-million-dollar busi- 
ness, a new aviation field and baseball park, 
a gun club grounds, and several swimming 
pools. 

The Coalinga Chamber of Commerce is 
active in every movement for the better- 
ment of the community. It sponsored the 
aviation field and ball park, and was 
responsible for the building of seven miles 
of paved roads into the oil fields in recent 
months. The oil companies co-operate with 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
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Kilowatts and Petroleum 


Electric Oil Pumping First Used in Coalinga Paves Way for Substantial 
Saving in Cost of Oil Production. 


IXTEEN years ago a young man 
S representing the Coalinga Water and 

Electric Company dreamed that he 
could sell electric power for oil pumping 
in the Coalinga fields. 

When he analyzed that dream he found 
it had a very appealing practical side. 
Electrifying the oil pumps looked like a 
nice bit of business for his company, so 
he decided to go after it. Engineers were 
called in and a study of the problem made. 
Oil men were consulted who gave plenty 
of information and data, most of which 
was designed to discourage the electrical 
idea. 

“Why should we buy electricity for oil 
well pumping,” the oil men asked, “while 
we have an abundance of oil and gas right 
on the ground that can be converted into 
unlimited power?” 

"The question looked like a final answer. 
“There seemed to be no reason at all for 
buying something they already had. But 
the power salesman had another idea he 
believed would prove that electricity was 
just the thing needed. He stood the jolly- 
ing of the oil men, laughed back at their 
pitying smiles and went to work. ` 


PERFECTED MOTOR ANSWERS QUESTION 


It was many months before the electrical 
engineers announced the perfection of a 
motor and plant that would 
answer the oil men's ques- 
tion. But a motor that 
would do certain things 
claimed for it and the actual 
installation and demonstra- 
tion of that motor were two 
separate and distinct prob- 
lems. The first installation 
had to be sold, which was no 
easy task. The companies 
already had proven standard 
equipment that would pump 
oil and clean wells, and there 
was some hesitation to try 3 
new contrivance that might 
mean the possible loss of 
considerable oil and a con- 
sequent loss of money. It 


took six months to find the company that 
would take a chance. That customer was 
the Good Luck Oil Company, which pur- 
chased three variable speed Westinghouse 
oil well motors in July, 1910. 

Close tabulation of costs of electric 
pumping showed a saving of 53 per cent 
over steam and 35 per cent saving in labor. 
This victory was the culmination of a year’s 
hard work on the part of the engineers, 
electrical salesman and power salesman. It 
was a big day in the life of A. Emory 
Wishon, the young representative of 
Coalinga Water and Electric Company. 
It was the beginning of a new era in the 
power business, bringing on the line a load 
that is constant the year around. And it 
showed the way to the oil men for substan- 
tial savings in the cost of pumping oil. 


DAYS OF EXPERIMENT LONG PAST . 


Since that eventful day more than 
8,000 horsepower for oil well pumping has 
been connected in the Coalinga District to 
the lines of the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation, which in 1913 
absorbed the Coalinga Water and Electric 
Company. 

The use of electricity for oil well pump- 
ing and drilling is no longer an experiment. 
The relative costs show a saving of from 
25 to 50 per cent, depending on conditions. 


Coalinga District of 
Midland Counties Power 
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Oil companies are steadily electricizing 
their plants as old equipment wears out and 
new wells are brought in. Not only in 
pumping and drilling, but in the separation 
of water from oil does electricity play an 
important part in oil fields operations. 
Water pumping, line pumping, shop work 
and welding also are being done electrically 
at a saving in cost and increase in efficiency. 

The Coalinga District now has 1,300 
customers on its books, 225 of which are 
oil companies using from 10 to 200 motors 
each. 


COALINGA DISTRICT IS 
SMALLEST AND LIVEST 


Extension of San Joaquin Power lines 
was made in 1908 to Coalinga ٥٢ 7 
power wholesale to several small electric 
companies operating in the town and the 
oil fields. In 1909 A. Emory Wishon 
merged these small companies into the 
Coalinga Water and Electric Company, 
which grew into the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation when lines were 
extended across the Coast Range to Paso 
Robles, San Luis Obispo and Santa Maria. 

Coalinga District, having an area of 720 
square miles, is the smallest in the system 
in productive territory. The organization 
is composed of a line and service crew of 
nine, and an office force of four, all under 
the direction of District Manager W. E. 
Whittington. 

While Coalinga is the smallest district, 
it holds the record for being the livest. 
During two stock sales campaigns Coalinga 


Line crew of Coalinga District. 
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distinguished itself, winning the champion- 
ship cup and two second cups in 1923 and 
second place in 1924 for selling the highest 
percentage of quota of all districts in San 
Joaquin Power and Midland Counties 
territories. 


“WHISKEY ROW” NOW IS 
FINE BUSINESS STREET 


In 1900 the town of Coalinga consisted 
of a score of buildings on Front Street, 
facing the depot. Because of the large 
percentage of saloons the street was called 
"Whiskey Row." Today “Whiskey Row" 
has been replaced by modern business 
structures. The lineup of picturesque 
western frontier saloons is only a memory. 
Two hundred stores today tell the story 
of Coalinga's growth. 


OILFIELDS IS MODERN 
CAMP WITH CONVENIENCES 


At Olilfields, nine miles north of 
Coalinga, oil of a low specific gravity has 
been obtained from formations under 
rocks containing fossils of the Tejon age. 
It is a model little oil town with neat 
bungalows, a large clubhouse, motion pic- 
ture theater, plunge, other recreational 
features, and two schools. Other oil 
camps in the fields are similar in modern 
conveniences. “his accounts for the fields 
having nearly the same populaiton as the 
city of Coalinga, or about 4,000. 


Left.—W. E. Whittington, 
district manager, in his 
office, 

Below.—Coalinga District 
office, 


Coalinga Field King of Producers 


In Thirty-Five Years More Than 281,000,000 Barrels of Oil Have Been 
Taken From This Pioneer District. 


HE appearance of peddlers on the 
streets of Millerton in 1865 offer- 
ing for sale crude oil in gallon cans 

created considerable excitement among the 
early residents of the county seat and 
metropolis of Fresno County. Close ques- 
tioning brought out the information that 
the petroleum was scooped up from springs 
and seepage pools in the foothills of the 
Coast Range. Several of the hardy pioneers 
made the long dusty trip across the desert 
plains and filed on oil claims. But not 
until twenty-five years later did any of the 
drilling attempts prove successful. 

It was in 1890 that the first real oil well 
in the Coalinga district was brought in. 
This well found green oil at a depth of 163 
feet which was pumped by a windmill. 
Twenty barrels were brought to the sur- 
face the first two days. 

The first big well in the Coalinga terri- 
tory was brought in during 1896 bv 
Chanslor and Canfield at a depth of 890 
feet. It produced 300 barrels per day. 


EARLY WELLS ABANDONED 


Pioneers of the Coalinga district like to 
tell of the romance of the discovery of oil. 
It seems that the development work was a 
long time coming, because a cofl mine had 
been the first attraction. Oil seep- 
ages, however, had been discovered all over 
the hills, claims were located and assess- 
ment work done to hold ownership. As 
years went by a few shallow wells were 
sunk, but these were found to be too near 
outcroppings, and little was known at that 
time about shutting off water in the wells. 
As a result the first wells were abandoned. 


A LUCKY GRASS FIRE 


It was not until 1894 that the romance 
of oil gave real promise of producing 
wealth. And a grass fire did it. This was 
the basis for future development. The few 
residents of the hills became really excited 
when the grass fire ignited gas escaping 
from a natural opening in the ground, 
which burned for days. Then Chanslor 
and Canfield came into the district backed 
by Hanford money, and started drilling. 


A well was brought in which necessitated 
building a pipe line in 1896. "Today there 
are a dozen large pipe lines in the fields. 


Rapid development followed when the 
big companies entered the field. "The west 
side of the district was soon covered with 
derricks. This was followed shortly by the 
development of the east side fields. Among 
the biggest producers in the west side fields 
was the Silver Tip, which came in as a 
gusher in 1900 covering the landscape 
with oil before it was brought under con- 
trol. It is still yielding oil, but it is being 
pumped. 

In the fields are more than 1,000 pro- 
ducing wells. In recent months all the 
large companies have extended their opera- 
tions. This year there are many new rigs . 
scattered among the weathered derricks of 
the old wells. The General Petroleum 
Company is spending considerable money 
in pioneering development work in the 
Kettleman Hills, south of the Coalinga 
field, and a new road has been built into 
that territory. 


FIELD BUILDS MANY FORTUNES 


When the oil fever began to spread, 
many fortunes were in the making. Several 
Fresno men acquired wealth through 
ownership of oil land in the Coalinga 
fields. It is said that the late W. J. Dickey 
took over a section of sheep pasture land 
at a low price that he held for years 
because he couldn’t get an offer for it. 
During the oil boom he sold the land for 
nearly a half million dollars. The late 
H. H. Brix made a small loan on what had 
been considered worthless land. He later 
cleaned up more than a million dollars 
from this "cheap" land. 


The field surrounding the city bears the 
distinction of having produced more oil 
than any other single field in California. 
At the close of 1924, tlie Coalinga field 
had produced more than 281,000,000 
barrels of oil, which figured at an average 
of 50 cents a barrel has added enormous 
wealth to the resources of Fresno County 
in less than thirty years. 


Pathway to Nature's Playgrounds 


Sierra-to-Sea Highway Opens Up Through Routes to Recreation Resorts 
for Residents of Coalinga. 


HE city of Coalinga is on the main 
route of the  Sierra-to-the-Sea 
Highway. The route is paved from 

Three Rivers, in the Sierras on the road 
to Sequoia National Park, and from 
Orange Cove, on the road to General 
Grant National Park, to Coalinga and is 
graded and graveled on into the low hills 
of the Coast Range to a point seven miles 
west of the city. The Coast objective is 
San Lucas, near King City, where the high- 
way will eventually connect with El 
Camino Real, or the King's Highway, 
following the coast line. 

From the oil fields over the Coast Range 
Mountains to within sound of the ocean, 
the Sierra-to-the-Sea Highway route will 
follow the Peach Valley Grade, which will 
be much easier to drive than the present 
Parkfield Grade. The new route will give 
easy access to Monterey Bay points, Pismo 
Beach, Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, San 
Luis Obispo, Paso Robles, Morro Bay, and 
other summer and winter resorts. Leading 
eastward the road, a splendidly constructed 
highway, carries one in a few hours into 
the very heart of the high Sierras where 


lies California's most beautiful scenery. 

The Coalinga Chamber of Commerce 
has for years directed its energy toward 
completion of the Sierra-to-the-Sea route 
over the Coast Range Mountains. Beyond 
the oil derricks of the West Coalinga fields 
a short unit was graded and graveled dur- 
ing the past two years and recently rights- 
of-way were secured and placed in escrow 
by the Chamber of Commerce for a project 
which will include state, county and oil- 
field district aid to grade and gravel the 
remaining 29 miles of mountain road to 
connect the Valley with the Coast. The 
Chamber of Commerce reports that Mon- 
terey County has raised its share of the 
fund. 

Coalinga is proud of its roads, several of 
which have been sponsored by the big oil 
companies and the Chamber of Commerce. 
The hills are criss-crossed with roads lead- 
ing from one lease to another. Most of 
these are graded and graveled. In the dis- 
trict are about twenty miles of paved roads, 
connecting the larger fields with the city. 
There are two routes from the center of 
the Valley to the Coalinga hills. 


Sierra-Lo-Sea route passes through scenic beauty. 
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Thousands of sheep graze on the lowlands and hills surrounding Coalinga, almost in the shadows of the oil 
derricks. 


AGRICULTURE IN THE 
COALINGA DISTRICT 


About eight miles east of Coalinga is the 
ranch house and headquarters of the 
Pleasant Valley Farm, famous for thirty- 
five years as one of the most productive 
agricultural enterprises on the West Side. 

Water is developed from wells on Los 
Gatos Creek and Jacalitos Creek and 
electrically pumped for several hundred 
acres of alfalfa and other field crops which 
are fed to selected stock. Thousands of 
fine hogs are raised each year and shipped 
to markets on the Coast. The deep rich 
soil is classed as Panoche loam and Panoche 
clay loam which is regarded by experts as 
among the most productive in the San Joa- 
quin Valley. 

About three miles southeast of Coalinga 
are several farms along the Jacalitos Creek 
where water can be developed from wells. 
W. T. Hays in this section is raising cotton, 
alfalfa and corn, using two wells connected 
with pumps driven by electric motors of 
10 and 15 horsepower. Others in this 
section are J. B. Wells, using a 15-horse- 
power motor to irrigate 80 acres, and S. E. 
Reese having a 10-horsepower motor for 
irrigation. A new farm is being developed 
this year by J. C. Conn using a 30-horse- 
power motor for his pumping. He has 
brought in a very fine well. 

The slopes and valleys of the Coast 
Range west of Coalinga, crossed by numer- 
ous creeks and springs, are the grazing 


grounds of thousands of beef cattle. These 
same hills are the background for many a 
story of cattle rustling, “bad men" and 
shooting matches, so closely tied in with 
romantic history of early Coalinga. 

The level plain surrounding the oil fields 
and extending to the east is the Mecca of 
sheepmen who each fall drive their flocks 
here from summer pasture in the Sierras. 

During the winter, spring and early sum- 
mer the rank short grass in this section, 
especially during wet years, makes ideal 
sheep feed. Not infrequently does the 
traveler to Coalinga encounter bands of 
these sheep with their herders making their 
yearly trek to seasonal pastures and it is 
interesting to see the sheep dogs divide the 
flock to allow the automobile to pass 
through. 


The first inhabitant on the site of the 
village of Coalinga was M. L. Curtiss, 
who had filed a homestead entry in 1882. 
This homestead covered the site of the 
present city. 

With the discovery of oil, Frederick 
Tibbets built a saloon, and Louis O’Neal 
a store. Drinking water was brought 
from Hanford and Armona. In recent 
years the city has developed its own water 
system from deep wells. 


The motorist must conduct himself at 
all times as if everybody else on the road 
was born without the proper amount of 
brains to take care of himself. 
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The Mystery of Black Gold 


How Petroleum Was Formed and Accumulated Has Puzzled Scientists 
for Many Years; Two Theories Advanced. 


ANY people not directly connected 
MI with the producing divisions of 
the oil industry have an idea that 
nature has stored petroleum underneath the 
ground in vast reservoirs; otherwise they 
cannot see how a well could produce thou: 
sands of barrels of oil in a single day. 
What has actually taken place during the 
centuries this oil has been accumulating 
cannot be told exactly, but the science of 
geology has reached the point where much 
that was merely guesswork is now known 
with a fair degree of certainty. 


HOW PETROLEUM IS FORMED 


Chemists were probably among the first 
to attempt to explain the origin of petro- 
leum, and for a long time they advanced 
the theory of inorganic origin. The geol- 
ogists, on the other hand, give preference 
to the organic theory, and from conditions 
as they are actually found in the fields they 
seem to have the better of the argument. 

Those who favor the inorganic theory 
say that oil has been formed without the 
aid of living organisms. Volcanoes, for 
instance, give off gases that carry hydro- 
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Cross section of an anticline, showing a typical oil-bearing formation. 


carbons, and some of those who advance 
this theory maintain that chemical action 
is taking place deep within the earth and 
that the resulting gases, upon being cooled, 
formed petroleum. Others claim that cer- 


tain minerals, as limestone and gypsum, 
contain the necessary elements for the pro- 
duction of petroleum under proper condi- 
tions of heat and pressure. 


THE ORGANIC THEORY 


Marine animals, such as oysters, fish, 
mollusks and corals, are present in great 
numbers on some coasts. These perish and 
their bodies are later buried in marine 
sediments and become a source of petro- 
leum. Decayed vegetation, such as kelp 
and seaweeds, are also believed to produce 
oil, and plants growing in swamps and 
other land-locked bodies of water could, 
under certain conditions, produce oil instead 
of coal. 

A term widely used at present is the 
“Diatom Theory,” . which assumes that 
small microscopic organisms are responsible 
for many of our present petroleum fields. 


5 
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Oil, being lighter than water, ten 


accumulate in the top of the dome or anticline. 
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These diatoms are one-cell vegetable 
organisms of very low order. They live 
in both sea and fresh water at very great 
depths. “They do not live long, prob- 
ably not more than a day and a half, 
and when they die their bodies sink to 
the ocean bottom and disintegrate to 
form what is called ‘Diatomaceous 
Ooze.” 

Another group of marine organisms 
is known as “Foraminifera,” a one- 
cell animal organism. These little 
animals are found today in the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans where their dead 
bodies have formed many square miles 
of ooze. 


CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR COMMERCIAL 
ACCUMULATION OF PETROLEUM 


Assuming that petroleum can be formed 
from decaying organisms, either animal or 
vegetable, or both, the next step is to study 
the manner in which the oil has actually 
been accumulated in commercial quantities. 
The conditions necessary for the accumula- 
tion of petroleum are supposed to be as 
follows: First, the organic matter, animal 
or plant, or both, must be deposited in 
sands and clays along the sea coast, or in 
swamps or lakes. Successive deposits are 
then laid down upon this organic matter 
until a thick covering is formed. The 
overlying bed and the salt water prevent 
rapid destruction and as layer upon layer 
of sediment are deposited, a tremendous 
pressure is exerted and terrific heat gener- 
ated, which in time distills the organic 
matter to form petroleum. This process 
continues until pools of oil are formed. 


By pools, however, we do not refer to 
open bodies such as bodies of water. Oil 
is stored in the ground between the grains 
of sand, shale, or limestone. The most 
common type of oil reservoir is the sand- 
stones. The amount of oil that can be 
stored or carried is determined by its 
porosity, which again depends upon the 
size, shape and closeness of the grains. It 
is for this reason that geologists speak of 
“close” or “tight” sands and “open” sands. 


There is one other condition necessary 
before oil can be found in commercial 
quantities. While we have said that layers 
of sediments and organisms are laid down 
in the ocean in horizontal beds and later 
changed to rocks, we know that they do 
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An anticline in Ventura County exposed at the top of 
ridge clearly shows the condition encountered in oil 
strata deep in the earth. 


not all remain in that position. Due to 
slow earth movements they become warped 
or faulted so that a stratum once perfectly 
flat may be folded. “he geologists apply 
the term “anticline” to the roof or top of 
these folds and “syncline”to the bottom 
or trough. 


Occasionally slight earth movements 
elevate these sediments to sufficient height 
to reach the earth's surface. Erosion then 
takes place and the rock formations and 
strata become exposed in spots so that they 
can be studied and analyzed. The petro- 
leum official, who instructed his engineers 
to lease all possible graveyard sites, but 
refused to accept leases where sawmills 
were located, was working on the theory 
that oil accumulated in the higher ground, 
and while he may not have known about 
the theory, he was practicing it just the 
same. 


As in the case of the Santa Fe Springs 
field, many folds do not come to the sur- 
face. In fact, the best outlook for future 
fields is where there are no surface indica- 
tions. 


It must not be assumed that oil is found 
in commercial quantities only in anticlines, 
but it is the most common occurrence and 
is also the simplest and easiest formation 
to explain. In this short article it is not 
possible to discuss all kinds of situations 
under which oil may be found. 

'Those who desire to study this subject 
further will find the following books worth 
while studying: 

Practical Oil Geology. 
Popular Oil Geology. 


Hager: 
Ziegler: 


(Reprinted by permission from Associated Oil Company 
Bulletin] 


Electric Drilling in the Torrance Field 


Exhaustive Tests Extending Over Several Years Demonstrate Efficiency 
and Economy of Electric Drive. 


By G. A. FRAZIER AND G. B. ROSENBLATT 


field Midway Oil Company installed 

an electrically driven rotary drill- 
ing rig on their Redondo No. 1 Lease 
situated in the outskirts of Redondo Beach. 
The electric drive for this unit consisted of 
a 75-horsepower, 440-volt, 50-cycle, 10- 
pole, drilling motor driving a Union Tool 
Ideal No. 10 drawworks with 10-inch 
rotary table and a 50-horsepower, 440-volt, 
8-pole motor driving a 634x13 Duplex 
slush pump. 


E in 1922 the Chanslor-Can- 


This outfit performed with reasonable 
success but the maintenance on the elec- 
trical control was unduly high and 
occasioned numerous shut-downs, also it 
was felt that the drive was somewhat 
under-motored, especially for pulling 
piping. 

Accordingly the next year a second 
equipment somewhat different in type was 
placed on well Del Amo No. 3 and put in 
operation February 1923. ‘The electrical 
installation consisted of a 100-horsepower, 
440-volt, 50-cycle, 10-pole drilling motor 
driving an Ideal No. 10 Union Tool 
rotary drawworks with 20-inch table, con- 
nected to the motor through a Union Tool 
reduction gear with a ratio of 3.21 : 1, 
also two 50-horsepower, 440-volt, 6-pole, 
adjustable speed motors driving slush 
pumps. 
installed 


Two slush pump motors were 
the necessity of 


to eliminate 


stopping operations when making up 


cementing mud. 

This installation is illustrated in the 
attached views. The original equipment 
was further improved after some experi- 
mentation by changing the gear ratio for 
the rotary table drive from 36:16 to 36:12. 
The complete gear reduction from the 
motor to the line shaft through the reduc- 
tion gear is now 19:19. 


The control was also altered so as to 
permit obtaining a wide range of motor 
rotation at light torques. As now arranged 
it is possible to obtain a table speed of from 
5 to 7 RPM for circulating while for 
drilling a maximum speed of 125 RPM 
on the table is obtainable. 


With these changes incorporated all of 
the drillers have been converted to strong 
boosters for electric drilling and the 
Chanslor-Canfield Midway Oil Co. has 
now installed in the Redondo field five 
additional rigs similar to the one originally 


installed on Del Amo No. 3. 


'The Oil Company during their commer- 
cial operations undertook to make some 
very close investigations into the compara- 
tive costs of electric drilling compared with 
steam operation. During the drilling of 
Del Amo No. 3 accurate records were kept 
to permit a direct comparison of costs with 
the drilling of a well known as Del Amo 
No. 2 being put down in the same forma- 


Rotary drawworks and reduction gear 100-horsepower 
motor and driving table. 


100-horsepower motor and driving table used in drilling 
operations. 
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Two 50-horsepower motors on slush pumps. 


tion to the same approximate depth with 
a-steam unit. The total electrical horse- 
power installed on well No. 3 was 200 
horsepower—the boiler installation on the 
steam driven well was 280 horsepower. 
Both wells went to a depth of a little over 
3,500 feet. The total power consumption 
on the electric well was a trifle under 
100,000 kilowatt hours. The gas fuel used 
on the steam well came to a little under 
100,000 cubic feet. “The cost of the electric 
power for well No. 3 was about $1,775.00, 
while the fuel cost for well No. 2 was 
about $2,360.00. 

The repairs and depreciation on the 
steam equipment came to nearly a thousand 
dollars more than on the electrical equip- 
ment, and the cost of disconnection of the 
equipment upon the completion of the wells 
was $100.00 more for the steam equipment. 

'The total operating cost on the electri- 
cally drilled well showed a saving of nearly 
$2,000.00 over that of the steam well, or 
a saving of nearly 50 cents per foot drilled. 

The electrical equipments originally 
installed have now drilled a number of 
additional wells, and the equipments sub- 
sequently bought have given equally good 
records. The oil company is well pleased 
with both the operating characteristics and 
the savings accomplished by the use of 
electric drive. 


From AN UNDERTAKER's CALENDAR 


"One ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure, therefore, always bear in 
mind safety first, last, and all the time. If 
this motto is not heeded there will be a call 
to West 1313, , mortician. 
When he gets through with you, you won't 
have a chance to think about safety." 


Two slush pumps assure continuous circulation. 


LIVES ARE BEING SAVED 
BY SAFETY EFFORTS 


Many persons still ask, "Is safety work 
accomplishing its purpose?" Answers to 
this question can be found in the accident 
statistics of industries where safety work 
Is being carried on, and many of these data 
show really remarkable results. The 
Office of the Safety Commission of the 
Norfolk and Western Railway, at Roanoke, 
Virginia, issued a folder not long ago, 
showing the effect of accident-prevention 
work in saving human lives on that rail- 
way, and we wish to call attention to this 
record, because it shows so clearly what 
can be done, and what is actually being 
done, in the way of preventing railway 
casualties. | 

In 1912, when systematic accident-pre- 
vention work was established on the Nor- 
folk and Western Railway, the company 
did about 9,000,000,000 ton-miles of busi- 
ness, and during the year the number of 
persons killed by accidents was 229. In 
1924, the company's business had increased 
to over 11,000,000,000 ton-miles, but the 
number of persons killed was then only 84. 
These figures show a 29 per cent increase 
in business, with a simultaneous decrease 
of 63 per cent in the fatal accidents. 

A direct answer to our question is found 
if we assume that the accident ratio, with- 
out accident-prevention work, would have 
been the same in 1924 as it was in 1912. 
If the number of accidents had increased 
in exact proportion with the business, 296 
persons would have been killed in 1924, 
instead of 84. Can we not fairly say, 
therefore, that systematic safety work saved 
212 human lives in that one company's 
business in a single year? 
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DAY CREW WHO OPERATE THE SAN JOAQUIN POWER BUILDING, 


Standing, left to right.—4A. H. Bingham, superintendent; R. A. West, Clifford Nugen. A. E. Shepard. Theo. 
Schedit, C. A. Tarr, Paul D. Shank, Joe Trovato. Seated.—Phil Ramer, Mrs. Jas. Langton, Martin Peterson. 


SAN JOAQUIN BUILDING 
ANOTHER "SPOTLESS TOWN” 


Few visitors to the San Joaquin Power 
building and not many of the employees 
in it realize the eternal vigilance necessary 
to keep the halls and offices so spotlessly 
clean and the intricate machinery for 
elevators and the ventilating system in 
perfect running order. 


San Joaquin Power office building has 
a wide reputation for its efficient operation. 
Much credit for this record belongs to 
A. H. Bingham, building superintendent, 
who has held that position since the build- 
ing was erected and who, in fact, was on 
the job for many months before completion 
working out his organization and plans. 
Bingham is amply qualified to fill the 
position, having had many years of training 
as building engineer of the Boyle Building, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 


A day crew of ten is necessary for the 
operation of San Joaquin Power building. 
R. A. West, assistant to Mr. Bingham, is 
regarded by San Joaquin members as the 
official "fixer" and it has become a habit 
to phone Mr. West when file drawers get 
stuck, lights go out, or ventilation needs 
adjustment. 

Three engineers, 


working different 


shifts, take care of the engine room and 
keep in operation the immense motors, com- 
pressor, blowers and switchboards that sup- 
ply air, water, heat, light and power for 
the entire building. C. A. Tarr, chief 
engineer, is on day duty. A. E. Shepard 
and Paul D. Shank take his place from 
4 in the afternoon till 8 next morning. 
One of the duties of the night engineers 
is to patrol each floor of the building to 
see that there are no intruders and that 
everything is all right. 

Four pilots operate the three high-speed 
elevators which are in service from 7 a. m. 
till 6 p. m., one elevator pilot remaining on 
duty till 11:30. “These boys, Clifford 
Nugen, Theo Scheidt, Martin Peterson 
and Phil Ramer, starter, have adopted the 
San Joaquin motto: Service, Courteous 
and Efficient. . 

Mrs. Jas. Langton and Joe Travato of 
the day crew handle the cleaning of drink- 
ing fountains, washroom fixtures and desks. 

In addition to the day crew, there is a 
night crew of ten who come on duty at 
5:30 to sweep, scrub and dust the 200 odd 
offices of the building. 

Wherever possible, labor saving equip- 
ment is used. Included in this equipment 
is a large portable vacuum cleaner, electric 
floor polisher, and portable mop rack. 
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LAKE ALMANOR WORK 
IS NOW UNDER WAY 


Construction is now under way at Lake 
Almanor, the Great Western Power Com- 
pany's storage reservoir in the mountains 
of Plumas County, to enlarge this lake 
sufficiently to create a capacity of 1,300,000 
acre-feet, or an amount approximately 
equal to the combined storage of all other 
reservoirs in California. 

Water from this reservoir, together with 
that from tributary streams of the North 
Fork of the Feather River, is passed 
through the Caribou and Las Plumas 
plants, which have a combined installed 
capacity of 175,000 horsepower. 

Eventually eight more plants are to be 
constructed, using this water over and over 
again, and producing the tremendous total 
of 800,000 horsepower of electric energy 
for transmission and distribution in North- 
ern and. Central California and the San 
Francisco Bay region. 

At this time 53,000 domestic, agricul- 
tural, mining, commercial, industrial and 
transportation consumers, with a load of 
480,000 horsepower, are being served over 
2,200 miles of transmission and distribution 
lines of this company. 

'The development of these hydro-electric 
and steam generating plants and the trans- 
mission and distribution system, with its 
numerous substations, is proceeding at such 
a pace as will anticipate the service of load 
requirements in the territory served. 


GREAT WESTERN POWER 
NOW IN NEW OFFICES 


Rapid growth of business during the past 
two years has compelled the Great Western 
Power Company to obtain more elbow 
room for its San Francisco division. 
Accordingly the old offices at 347 Grant 
Avenue, San Francisco, were vacated on 
June 1, and Division Manager L. M. 
Hardie and his staff are now housed in the 
commodious new building at 437 Sutter 
Street. 

An official announcement of the move 
to new quarters says: 

"Particular attention has been given to 
the appointments of these new quarters, in 
order that our many valued consumers in 
San Francisco may be most conveniently 
and effectively served. 

“We are serving in San Francisco a 
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connected load of approximately 140,000 
horsepower, distributed among over 16,000 
domestic lighting and cooking, commercial 
and industrial consumers. 

*A complete modern electric kitchen has 
been installed to demonstrate the use of 
electricity for cooking in the home. 8 
addition there will be a complete display of 
electric ranges, air heaters and' water 
heaters. You are cordially invited to visit 
this kitchen where a demonstrator will give 
you full information in the 'Use of Elec- 
tricity in the Home.’ " 


COLD WATER AND SALT WILL 
CLEAN THE PERCOLATOR 


An easy way to clean the tube of your 
percolator and to remove any brown 
deposit from the inside, is to place four 
heaping tablespoonsful of salt in the coffee 
compartment. Fill the percolator with the 
same amount of water usually used for 
coffee and allow to percolate for a similar 
length of time. By the time this is done, 
any grains of coffee lodged in crevices will 
have fallen to the bottom and the brown 
deposit on the service of the utensil will be 
gone. Rinse with warm soap suds and 
wipe thoroughly. 


Landlady: “You always sing while 
you're taking your morning shower, Mr. 
Gay. Why do you do that?” 

Boarder: “The bathroom door won't 
stay locked." 


MESSAGE to those «oho are help- 
ing make this business a success. 


It ts impossible to measure the 
good that may result from a 
single act of courtesy— 


Or the harm that might fol- 
low a word or act that could 
be construed by a customer as 


disrespectful. 


A. Emory WisHON 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND GENERAL 
MANAGER 
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NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS—lIt is the desire of 
San Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive this 


magazine without charge. It is assumed that one copy 
of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. If 
more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, San Joaquin Power 


Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 


Ar C. Joy - - - 
SYDNEY W. GREEN - 


Editor and Manager 
Associate Editor 


Subscription - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
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COALINGA 


Once upon a time the editor of this 

magazine went to Coalinga to write for 
a newspaper the story of a couple of bad 
men who stole onc of the community's few 
stealable maidens, carried her off into the 
hills, and held her for ransom. They 
didn’t get it and they went to jail, but 
that’s another story. That was seventcen 
years ago, right in the middle of July, and 
Phoebus Apollo, the god of the sun, was 
certainly "doing his stuff." The hotel was 
a shack, there wasn’t a shade tree or a shrub 
or a bush or a flower in the town, save for 
the tissue paper roses on Nellie’s hat. The 
streets were ankle deep in dust. The only 
water fit to drink was hauled in by train 
and was precious indeed. The most popu- 
lar place in town was the ice house, and it 
was there that this writer did most of his 
bandit hunting. 

But honestly, you wouldn’t know the 
old place now. Coalinga is a city—a 
regular "go-gettin' " city, too. She went 
after oil and got it, lots of it. "That's why 
Coalinga is. She went after water, and 
she got that, too. Now Coalinga is a town 
of paved streets, modern buildings, and 
comfortable homes set under the shade of 
wide-spreading trees and surrounded by 
lawns and gardens. In all the San Joaquin 
territory there isn't a town that can boast 
of having done more with less to begin 
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with; nor is there a town with a more live, 
enterprising, home-town loving set of 
citizens. 


Coalinga has a city government today 
and all its attendant evils and advantages, 
including a mayor, who may be one or the 
other. Anyway, this mayor happens to be 
our own Bill Whittington, district man- 
ager for the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation. Bill has a small 
organization—but gosh! how that gang of 
his can go! "They've shown us all up in 
stock selling on occasions, and the inside 
whisper is that Bill called them off last 
year so they wouldn't discourage all other 
districts by grabbing another pennant. 


Electricity has played a mighty part in 
Coalinga’s development. It has been a big 
factor too in the development of the oil 
fields. Incidentally, it was at Coalinga 
that oil pumping by electricity was inaugu- 
rated. This was back in 1910 or there- 
abouts, and the man who sold the idea to 
the skeptical operators was our present 
general manager, A. Emory Wishon, who 
was then in charge of Coalinga district. 

Taken all in all, we've got a deep per- 
sonal interest in Coalinga. We're proud 
of the town and its field and its accom- 
plishments. And we're proud of the num- 
ber of partners San Joaquin Power has 
there, and proud over all else that we have 
real friends in Coalinga, no matter which 
way we turn. 


SANTA MARIA NEXT 


The next issue of San Joaquin Power 
Magazine will tell the story of Santa 
Maria district. It should be an interesting 
and somewhat different story, for Santa 
Maria has not only a diversity of resources, 
but resources not possessed by any other 
district. This promises to be one of our 
banner numbers. 


THE BIG CONVENTION. 


This little magazine of ours seeks to 
reach three different classes of readers: the 
general public, our stockholders, and our 
employees. And to each of these classes 
something different should be said concern- 
ing the great convention of the National 
Electric Light Association, which has just 
concluded its sessions in San Francisco. 
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This has not been a mere "get together" 
convention, with sociability as its chief pur- 
pose, as is usually the case with the con- 
ventions of fraternal orders. 
business convention, attended by business 
men, many of them among the biggest 
business men of the country, devoting their 
time and attention to consideration of the 
problems of one of the biggest of all busi- 
nesses. 


Out of the study and discussion resulting 
from the convention comes knowledge of 
the nation's economic situation and the 
industry's relation to it. And out of such 
knowledge comes intelligent guidance of 
our business conduct, action toward better 
service at lower cost, more efficiency, more 
development. Here certainly is the great 
angle of interest for the general public. 
The sincerity of the industry's leaders to 
learn the public's needs as well as the 
public's thought cannot be questioned, for 
the principal speakers of the convention 
have been famous financiers, economists 
and public men from outside the industry, 
representing obviously the outside view- 
point which it is essential for us to know. 

To the West, and particularly to Cali- 
fornia, there should be enormously bene- 
ficial reaction from the convention. Our 
own electrical men must derive new ideas 
and inspiration from the leaders from the 
East. Among the Easterners are included 
not only big operators, but. big financiers. 
Before they leave, these men will have seen 
the nation’s greatest hydro-electric achieve- 
ments. They will have seen, too, possibili- 
ties for manifold multiplication of these 
achievements. And they will have seen 
great and untouched resources of agricul- 
ture and industry waiting only the coming 
of electric power to develop them.  Cali- 
fornia is itself an inspiration, not alone to 
art, to letters, to contentment, to life itself, 
but to business. And it is not a far-fetched 
prediction that out of this convention will 
come new activities in the electrical 
industry which shall make for greater 
prosperity and greater opportunity for us 


all. 


To our stockholders the convention 
must bring an increased confidence in the 
value of their investment and increased 
respect for the men to whose hands that 


It has been a ` 
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investment has been trusted. They are 
sincere men, capable men, thorough busi- 
ness men, picked men who are specializing 
in the most highly technical business in the 
world. They are still studying, still pro- 
gressing, still trying to profit by the other 
fellow's experience, not only that they may 
give better service, but that there shall be 
openings for more investment and that each 
dollar invested through them shall earn its 
fair rate of return. 

The great majority of our stockholders 
are customers on our lines. “They have 
been asked in as partners, and the dividend 
checks representing the earnings of this 
business with which they are in intimate 
contact every day, reach them regularly. 
It will interest them to know that the sell- 
ing of stock to customers originated in 
California, and that this state still leads in 
customer ownership, which was one of the 
important topics of discussion at the con- 
vention. More than 150,000 Californians 
are partners in the electric light and power 
companies. In the entire nation there are 
more than one million, representing 218 
companies. 


To a limited number of employees only . 
could the privilege of attending the con- 
vention be extended. This is a fascinating 
business we are in and we all like it. But 
one of its requirements is that we shall be 
everlastingly on the job. Absence of one 
man from his place, even for a few hours, 
means almost invariably that some one else 
must do double duty. All of ais recognize 
too that successful public utility operation 
demands rigid economy as well as a high 
degree of efficiency; and if we didn't 
happen to be among the chosen few per- 
sonally among those present we know there 
was a mighty good reason. Obviously the 
privilege of attending had to be given first 
of all to those employees who had been 
doing important committee work during 
the past year. 


But we ought all of us to be proud of 
an industry that brings its best and biggest 
men from as far as 3,000 miles away to 
exchange ideas and information on the 
very things that must come right back to 
us in daily work. For the reports of the 
Technical section will come back for the 
benefit of our operating and construction 
departments; our accountants must profit 
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from the symposium of papers on budgets, 
billing methods, filing and presentation of 
records, payroll standardization, etc.; our 
sales force cannot but profit from the 
experiences and suggestions of the leading 
sales executives of the industry; and all of 
us should acquire clearer vision of our 
industry and of our public duty through a 
study of reports of the public relations 
section. 


It has been a great convention, admir- 
ably handled, bringing about contacts long 
to be remembered and certain to be of 
value to both the individual and the 
industry. 


STOCK BUYING TIME 


Every owner of San Joaquin stock is a 
satisfied investor. And he always wishes 
he had just a few more shares. Well, why 
not get those few? Were selling stock 
right now, and it can be had as usual on 
easy payments. Any employee will take 
your subscription. 


HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE 
TO DOUBLE YOUR MONEY? 


How long will it take to double an 
investment in Seven Per Cent Prior Pre- 
ferred Stock if the dividends are re-invested 
and the interest compounded quarterly? 

This question set to work an interested 
stockholder who took a day off to work 
out the problem. He discovered that 796 
compounded* quarterly is equivalent to 
7.18% annually. His computation showed 
that the original $100 will earn another 
$100 in nine years, eleven months and 
twenty days. 

The computaticn in theory is correct, 
but in practice, we know of no investment 
that will pay seven per cent on the 
re-investnent of the dividends from one 
share, amounting to $1.75 per quarter. 
The minimum pavment for a share of San 
Joaquin Power Stock purchased by public 
subscription is $5.00 per month, which is 
credited with six per cent interest until the 
share has been paid for. 

If the dividends from a share of stock 
are re-invested in a savings bank account 
at four per cent per annum and the interest 
compounded semi-annually, the time re- 
quired to double the investment is com- 
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puted at eleven and one-half years. This 
computation was made four years ago and 
has never been questioned. Is there any- 
one who will discover a practical shorter 
way to double the amount of an investment 
in San Joaquin Power Seven Per Cent 


Prior Preferred Stock? 


ELECTRICITY 
I know no force, so close allied to God, 
as you. 
I know no gift to man, whose source seems 
so divine. 
Out of the realm men call the Universe, 
` you come, 


Spirit of stars perhaps, or of those whirling 
worlds we little ken. 


You come to serve, and serving,—give to 
men 


The strength of gods,—the power to 
achieve 


Great works and modern Miracles. 


—H. E. Jung, Kerman. 


A message to those who are making 
this business a success. 


It is well for each 
member of this organ- 
ization to bear in mind 
that Good-Will, based 
upon years of con- 
sclentious effort, may 


be entirely destroyed 
through a moment’s 
carelessness or indiffer- 
ence towards a cus- 
tomer. 


A. Emory WISHON, 


Vice-President and General 
Manager. 


Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers' Reports and District 
Reporters' Notes. 


LOS BANOS 
W. A. Macy, Reporter. 


Our genial gang pusher, Hugh Staley, is 
driving a Jewett these days, large enough to 
carry the entire office force, with the possible 
exception of O. M. Patten, who is getting too 
large for comfort in any machine. 

Laura Conwell went picnicking a few weeks 
ago and has since been nursing a small patch 
of poison oak on her face. Of course, we have 
to take her word that it is poison oak. 

Decoration Day and the ensuing Sunday 
provided an opportunity for an outing for 
almost the entire force. Lola McDougal, con- 
sumer's clerk, visited relatives in Santa Cruz. 
A. N. Bentley, service man, and wife motored 
to San Francisco. Hugh Staley and family 
also promenaded the beach at Santa Cruz. 
C. S. Schubert, lineman, and wife visited rela- 
tives at Turlock. “Ernie” Prien, storekeeper, 
Buicked all the way to Newman for the holi- 
days. W. A. Macy, chief clerk, and family 
managed to coax their Lizzie to Fresno, and 
enjoyed a two-days’ visit with Macy's brother, 
M. S. Macy, and wife. We understand that 
Tom Hancock, district manager, and O. M. 
Patten had a wonderful time wrestling with 
shovels, rakes, hoes and various other garden 
utensils. E. A. Trant, meter reader, and Chas. 
Guintini, roustabout, played ball in Dos Palos 
on Saturday and in Livingston on Sunday. Joe 
Ellis reports that he “just stuck around.” 

Oh yes—A. J. Jerome, general-in-chief at 
Gustine, spent the holidays in Newman. We 
are wondering what the attractions are in New- 
man for A. J. and “Ernie.” 


DINUBA 
BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 


On May 15 the Dinuba organization was 
greeted with a smile that means a lot to San 
Joaquin Power when Mr. A. G. Wishon made 
a short call at our office. We were more than 
pleased to have Mr. Wishon with us and only 
wish that he could make his calls more frequent. 

On May 26, 27 and 28 District Manager 
Hazen G. Redfern attended the Lions Conven- 
tion at San Diego. Mr. Redfern reported that 
he had a splendid time and that the weather 
was lovely while he was in the southern city. 

During the month of May the following 
officials visited our district: A. G. Wishon, 
E. R. Banks, F. V. Boller, H. N. Kalb, Guy 
Dumble, B. Babbs, Loris Auld, J. Wainscoat 
and H. Minor. 

Since fishing season has opened, Chester 
Adams, chief clerk, and Leo Newcomb, his 
assistant, have spent every Saturdav afternoon 
and Sunday in the mountains fishing. We 
believe, though, that they are “hoo-doos” to the 
fish because each Monday morning instead of 
having a big fish story to report, they merely 


state in a shameful wav that their luck failed 
them. We really wouldn't mind if Chester and 
Leo would have some luck, if they would only 
invite the rest of us to help eat their fish. 

Velma Powers, cash clerk, spent May 30 at 
Pinehurst. 

In the second annual baseball game between 
the Rotarians and Lions, Hazen G. Redfern, 
district manager, who in addition to practicing 
his favorite hobby of raising high-powered 
chickens, is president of the Lions' Club, was 
one of the star players. That is, Hazen G. 
performed behind the bat with a heavy mask 
to protect his smiling and handsome features, 
and a large padded mitt intended to keep the 
ball from breaking bones in his left hand. But 
the system didn't work as planned. With E. 
S. Friend on the pitcher's mound, the district 
manager did his catching in the first inning. 
That work seemed to be sufficient, inasmuch 
as Hazen G. didn't have any glove on his right 
and unprotected hand. One of Friend's curves 
curved the wrong way, or the signal didn't 
signal correctly, or at least something not on 


the program happened. The result was a 
resounding whack between  horsehide and 
human hide on Redfern’s bare hand. The 


handon collision was heard all over the grand- 
stand by the entire population of Dinuba, and 
much applause resulted from the fans and fan- 
ettes, and much swelling of the fat on Red- 
fern's hand. The next morning his whole right 
arm was swollen from heaving the pill half- 
way to second base. The Rotarians won the 
game, 9 to 7, after the Lions had twice tied the 
score. 


MADERA 
GRACE PHILLIPS, Reporter. 


Madera District San Joaquin Baseball Club 
graduated to Central California Baseball 
League and is now playing under the name of 
Madera Boosters and is making a very cred- 
ible showing. Power company boys in the club 
are: Hosler, catcher; McCaleb, pitcher; Foot- 
man, second base; DeChaine, short stop; Har- 
ris, leftfield; Scott, centerfield. Gene McCaleb 
has the distinction of being the only pitcher in 
the League having a no-run, no-hit game to his 
credit. Gene accomplished this feat against 
the Merced Bears on Mav 31. 

F. J. Hosler had the misfortune to break one 
of his little fingers while playing in the above- 
mentioned game. 

A party composed of Jerry Thede, Ralph 
Shupe, Harold Brandin, and F. J. Hosler spent 
Sunday, June 7, at Kerckhoff Dam and Power 
House No. 1. 

Grace Phillips 
Pacific Grove. 

On June 4 Millie Gordon and Roy Carpenter 
were married in Modesto by Rev. Brewster, 


spent May 30 and 31 at 
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Episcopal minister, at his parsonage. They 
were attended by Miss Lois Gibbs, Miss Vir- 
ginia Knowles, Glenn Freeman and Kenneth 
Butler. From Modesto the young newlyweds 
went to San Francisco for a week's honeymoon 
before returning to Madera. Millie has been 
of the San Joaquin family for a long time and 
we all join in extending our hearty congratu- 
lations and best wishes. 

J. E. Barrett was in San Diego May 25 to 
30 attending the Lions convention. 

Edna Lewis was absent from work for two 
weeks during the first party of May due to 
having dislocated a bone in her spine. Consid- 
ering the seriousness of the injury we were all 
surprised and glad to see her back to work so 
soon. 

B. H. Catching and G. R. Koenig were in 
San Francisco May 11 to 16 attending an Odd 
Fellows convention. Mrs. Catching was also 
one of the delegates from Madera attending 
Grand Lodge of Rebekah's. 

J. E. Barrett, F. E. Rodman and D. R. 
DeChaine are enthusiastic members of Madera 
Golf Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hollister are the proud 
parents of a baby daughter born May 25. 

Arza Hughes has been added to our person- 
nel. She is taking the place of Grace Phillips 
who has obtained leave of absence to accom- 
pany her mother to Missouri for the summer. 

We have received compliments on our maga- 
zine from the Chamber of Commerce and others 
who receive it. They all enjoy it very much 
and look forward to its coming each month. 


CHOWCHILLA OFFICE 


Lloyd Morton is the proud possessor of a new 
Maxwell coupe. Lloyd was always popular 
but you should see him now. 

Dolly Dike, with a company of friends, 
motored to Camp Curry over Decoration Day. 
A very enjoyable trip is reported. Dolly says, 
*Don't breathe a word, but I saw Ralph Shupe 
stepping off a lively fox trot at the dance at 
Camp Curry Saturday night." 

As for Earl McCrory, we haven't much ٥ 
say. He seems to be on the go most of the 
time with Morton. We don't mean in the new 
Maxwell but in the old company car No. 1115 
which tours this vicnity night and day for the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 


BAKERSFIELD 


ALBERTA Love LEACH, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES 


The Welfare Association met in regular ses- 
sion Monday evening, June 1, at an informal 
banquet in honor of F. A. Easton, former man- 
ager of the stock sales department, who left 
our organization on June 1 to enter private 
business. We also had as guests for the even- 
ing, F. V. Boller, newly-appointed manager of 
the stock sales, and James Wainscoat, manager 
of transportation. The evening was well spent 
and very interesting talks were given by the 
visiting members as well as members of the 
organization. A tribute was paid Mr. Easton, 
outlining his rise in the organization and his 
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loyalty to the company while in its employ. 
Brief but impressive talks were made by Chair- 
man John Ware, V. N. Mickelberry, D. L. 
Wishon, and Lou Johnston. The meeting was 
concluded by drinking a toast to the success of 
Mr. Easton in his new venture. 

It is out at last! Thelma Lucille Smith came 
into the office one morning last week wearing a 
pink dress and a complexion of somewhat the 
same hue, and besides all of this, a knock-em- 
dead diamond on that all-significant finger. 
While we have not learned the “when” and 
“where,” we did find out that his name is 
SMITH, so she isn’t going to bother about 
changing her name. It sounds something like 
this: Miss Smith, Mrs. A. L. Smith! 

Lou Johnston spent his two weeks’ vacation 
during the latter part of May at the E. A. 
Quinn summer camp above Camp Wishon on 
the Tule River. He reported back to duty very 
much benefited by his stay in the mountains. 
Lou did not say so, but we understand that he 
was very well fed on mountain trout. 

Among those from this department who took 
advantage of Decoration Day falling upon 
Saturday to spend the week-end out of town 
were Georgia Stroble, E. M. Austin, De Nize 
Lohman, Jeannette Marvin and Alberta Leach. 

Lillian Broeker, alias “Ma,” spent Decora- 
tion Day in Bakersfield, and incidentally 
dropped into the office and kissed everybody 
“hello.” She still loves the old gang, and we 
love her, in spite of the fact that she left us for 
Fresno! We're still pretty mad about that. 

The regular meeting of the girls was held 
at the attractive home of Anna De Courcy, 
Alease Dumble assisting her in entertaining. 
The feature of the party was the presenting 
of a gift to Chloris Bender for her “hope 
chest.” Bess and Alberta proved themselves 
quite musical with a singing act and Theresa 
and Thelma made the piano do its stuff. Deli- 
cious refreshments were served during the 


“THREE MUSKETEERS.” 
From left to right.—Madoline Caroline App of Was- 


co, Marie Krazee Reeves of Pennsylvania, Kathleen 
Philomene Evans of ‘Tennessee. These former society 
girls are now members of the Bakersfield office staff 
and recently gave an equestrian exhibition at the Jack 
Ranch. The picture proves that they at least were 
ane to stick to their horses long enough for a snap 
shot. 
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course of the evening. Our parties are coming 
along good with pep and enthusiasm. Bess 
Johnston and Alberta Leach are to be the next 
hostesses.—(By G. S.) 

D. L. Wishon, district manager, is spending 
a short vacation at Tule River and in the 
Yosemite Valley. 

Wayne Bradley spent a week of his vacation 
in the high Sierras. 

Ed Millard has just completed a modern six- 
room bungalow of Spanish architecture in the 
Millard Villa on H Street. 

Liston Powell spent several days in Los 
Angeles and vicinity during the latter part of 
May. 

Wallace T. Jones, known to us as “Wallie,” 
is now meeting the consumers with a smile at 
is now at the desk meeting the consumers with 
a smile, having been transferred to this posi- 
tion from the accounting department. 

John Artemus Ware, our genial chief clerk, 
is a changed man—in many ways. His usual 


sunny disposition is clouded to some extent. 
His ever-ready smile has given way 
degree of sobriety! 


to a 
He is beginning to show 
symptoms of indiges- 
tion. The world for 
him has changed. 
His many friends are 
worried and surprised 
at his change of man- 
ner and habits. Why? 
Well, the answer is 
simple. Mrs. Ware 
was called back to 
Texas due to the ser- 
ious injury of her 
mother in an automobile accident and has been 
gone some three weeks. Late reports indicate 
that complete recovery will be made but John's 
friends are hoping that Mrs. Ware will be able 
to return in time to prevent her husband from 
becoming a total wreck. His own cooking and 
lunch counter eats do not agree with John, and 
keeping house and washing dishes are entirely 
out of his line. John Artemus Ware is a home- 
loving man. 


IN THE OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


Electrical 


B. J. Barnes, Dick Barnes’ little brother 
“Bill” has left the employ of the company and 
has enlisted in the United States Army for a 
period of two years. 

Lon Giboney, who has been away from his 
duties for over a month on account of a broken 
foot, has almost entirely recovered and will be 
able to resume his position within the very near 
future. | 

After fooling all the microbes and doctors, 
Charles Westinghouse Lightner is in the “pink 
of condition," to quote Charlie, even if he is 
minus an appendix and a few pounds. We 
might also add that besides a complete recov- 
ery, there also has been a complete reformation 
in Charlie, but he has given fair warning that 
this will not last indefinitely. 

Bess Johnston has been caught devoting her 
spare moments to perfecting a budget system, 
which she is systematically working out on a 
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scientific basis for a modern home. Thelma 
Smith is assisting her and is very much inter- 
ested in the results she expects to obtain from 
its use. 

H. H. Hurt has left the electrical department 
office force and has been seen attired in the 
boots and implements of a ground agitator. 
Harold says he likes the out-of-door life and 
that it agrees with him. 


Stores 


"Brandy" Rrandin paid this department a 
short visit during the past month and inciden- 
tally got a square meal while in town. 

C. E. Howard spent Decoration Day in Los 
Angeles and vicinity. 

J. C. Williams is the owner of a new Chev- 
rolet, which he claims to be out of the class of 
any of the other new ones, inasmuch as it was 
built especially for Mr. J. C. Williams by Mr. 
Chevrolet himself. 

Operating 

Harry Hill, familiarly known as “Splinter,” 
"Slivers" and “Hairbreadth Harry," etc., has 
been compelled by the ill health of his father 
to give up his position in the substation inspec- 
tion department, and take up the management 
of the home ranch near San Jose. We all wish 
Harry the best of luck. 


Retail Store 


On May 27, A. K. Carson put on an inter- 
esting canning demonstration, showing how 
easy it is to do the season's canning when you 
have a Clark Jewell Range equipped with a 
Lorain oven heat regulator. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Carson, accompanied by 
Lee Sumner and Opal Nichols, spent Decora- 
tion Day at Pismo Beach. 

The annual percolator sale took place May 
15 to 29, and the retail store was almost buried 
in old relics that were turned in on new ones 
We are quite sure that some of these old. pots 
have been used for a decade or so, and that 
we have greatly benefited the coming genera- 
tion by withdrawing them from circulation. 


Gas Department 


Bill Tyler, the Babe Ruth of the Prior Pre- 
ferred League, has finally gotten rid of his 
"Charlie Horse" and is coming along in fine 
shape. In the game with Dinuba, he ran wild 
on the bases, thus keeping in line with the stars. 

The gas department is busy laying a mile of 
four-inch main to serve an industrial load at 
the King Lumber Company's brick yard. 

Walter Keller is still at Coso Hot Springs 
for his health. We all hope Walter will com- 
pletely recover. 

A number of our boys are going to return 
to the now seemingly good old days of bache- 
lorhood. We'd like to bet that it won't be for 
long, though, and that a week of restaurant 
diet will be sufficient. 


B. & K. TOPICS 


Sickness laid a heavy hand upon the B. & K. 
operating force during the past month. Opera- 
tors R. C. Smith, A. Griggs, J. D. Ayers and 
R. F. Coates of the mechanical force have been 
absent from duty on this account. 
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The wife of Operator J. A. Cotter was also 
stricken with serious illness during the early 
part of the month and while she has not recov- 
ered, an improvement is reported. 

Operator J. A. Smith of the Chester Avenue 
line resigned early in the month to take up the 
duties of private detective and patrolman for 
a number of the East Side merchants. 

Additions to our force during the month are: 
C. A. Moren, re-transferred from the steam 
plant to the transportation department. Mr. 
Moren for several years prior to his transfer 
to the Bakersfield Steam Plant was a member 
of our mechanical department. J. M. Felton is 
a new member of our crew, taking up the duties 
of car operator May 12. 

W. V. Shaul, cashier, and Mrs. Shaul, made 
a trip to Pismo May 16. The going was fine, 
but on the return trip a severe sand storm 
spoiled what otherwise would have been a 
most pleasant outing. 

Visitors to this department during the month 
were General Manager A. Emory Wishon and 
Al C. Joy. 


BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 


Prosperity strikes some of us once in awhile. 
Walter Johnson, brickmason, is now seen rid- 
ing in an Oldsmobile coach. 

About May 1 the alligator mascot at the 
Bakersfield Steam Plant had his first meal since 
last October. Some of us wouldn't mind paying 
grocery bills if we could get by like the alliga- 
tor. 

R. B. Bonney, machinist, is leaving the last 
of the month on his vacation. He expects to 
go to Boston to visit his sister, whom he has 
not seen in twenty years. 

W. G. Laste and J. E. Hickman have been 
transferred from the Steam Plant to the gas 
department. 

R. M. Sprayberry and Wm. Aspittle are 
sporting new cars, and neither of them has 
struck oil in his yard that we know of. 

G. E. Beatty, formerly of Fresno, has been 
transferred to the Bakersfield Steam Plant as 
fireman. 

Chas. Tietz, gardener, expects to take his 
vacation during the month, but has not made 
known what section of the country he will visit. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Heinback left here April 
27 on their vacation, motoring from here to 
Tia Juana, and from there to Eureka, return- 
ing on May 10. They report having had a 
glorious time, especially at Tia Juana. 

On May 28, R. F. Beckwith and his ball team 
played an exciting game with the Pacific Oil 
Company team. We are not able to learn what 
the score was, for there were so many runs 
that the score keeper got all balled up, but 
finally the decision was rendered in favor of 
the Pacific Oil team. 

Norman Browne, one of our operators, has 
been transferred to Kerckhoff, where we hope 
he will be as popular as he was here. 

G. C. Hess and J. W. Greenwell motored to 
Sacramento on a three-day trip. 

The Washaloma Club from Wasco met at 
our club house for a swimming and dancing 
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party recently and such a good time was en- 
joyed by them that they are coming again 
soon. 

During the warm weather the Friday night 
parties will be discontinued at our club house. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Overman have just re- 
turned from a delightful trip to Los Angeles 
and the beaches. 


KERN CANYON 


We regret to report that Marion Crum's 
small daughter, Phyllis, had the misfortune to 
break her arm while on an outing the first part 
of the month. 

We enjoyed a visit from E. A. Quinn during 
the month, and although he did not stay long, 
we appreciated the visit and hope he will be 
out again soon. 

Roy Brewer left on the 6th of the month to 
spend eight days in Bakersfield. Roy said he 
e only to spend the eight days, and nothin' 
else. 

Leo Kiernan, yard man, has left us to take 
up duties on his ranch in Arizona. We wish 
Leo all the good luck in the world and hope 
that he will make so much money he will have 
to call on us to carry it away. Geo. Linbar- 
ger, formerly of the Bakersfield Steam Plant, 
has taken up Leo's duties. 


4 SMILE 


Nobody ever added up 
The value of a Smile, 
We know how much a dollar's worth 
And know how much is a mile. 
We know the distance of the sun 
The size and weight of earth, 
But no one here can tell just 
How much a Smile is worth. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 


GARRETT VAN BUREN, Reporter. 


James Taylor passed away last month. Jim 
was a popular member of our collection depart- 
ment, and his passing was a distinct shock to 
his many friends. He had been ill for several 
weeks. We extend our sincerest sympathy to 
Mrs. Taylor, and to his son, Clyde E. Taylor 
of the Valley Electrical Supply Company. 

E. M. Henderson and W. L. Jacobs both took 
a flyer on the sick wagon, but fell off after a 
short trip, and broke their journeys. We did 
not hear what the diagnosis disclosed, but it 
could not have been serious. 

Clara Duncan, and her captor, Tommy 
Thompson of the Valley Electrical Supply Com- 
pany, were presented with a little something-or- 
other as a wedding present by their friends and 
sympathizers of the organization. The present 
consisted of a tray, and a couple of doo-dads 
and another part, and operates by electricity. 
The results are said to be excellent. After the 
presentation, which took place on the second 
floor, Tommy made a speech, consisting of a 
sickly grin. 

Miss Duncan resigned her position as steno- 
grapher in our commercial department on June 
1, and on June 6, became Mrs. Thompson. The 
honeymoon will consist of a month's trip to 
New York, where Tommy's folks live. By the 
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way, Tommy certainly is making it hard for 
some of the other would-be bridegrooms as 
only a trip to Honolulu or Europe will suffice 
for a honeymoon now. On their return they 
will make their home in Fresno and Clara 
will spend her time wondering what to cook 
for the next meal. 

Miss Duncan's place is being filled by Donna 
Wood, formerly from the stock sales depart- 
ment, but more recently at the helm of the type- 
writer in the consumer's department. Miss 
Wood's last-named place is being filled by 
Emily Stebbins. 

Bernice Wilson has unveiled a diamond 
monument to the ambition of Loris Auld. She 
says she has had the ring for a year, but just 
recently decided to wear it. Loris must have 
put out a quantity of tall argument during that 
one year, but he finally made it. 

Faye Adams, also of the consumer's depart- 
ment, was married on june 14. She plans to 
come back to work for a while. By the time 
the other half of the family has gone 50-50 on 
washing the dishes and dusting, etc., too numer- 
ous to mention, that “while” may not be long. 


The last of May having presented us with a 
double-header holiday, large quantities of our 
fellow employees and such-like took advantage 
of the opportunity to spend the week-end at 
various places, among whom and where were 
Dorothy Vogler, Elsie Geiger, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Jacobs, and Hazel Moxey, Bass Lake, 
Clint Worden and George Hayden, Yosemite 
Valley, and E. C. Van Buren, San Francisco. 

Miss Geiger contracted an attack of poison 
oak on her fern-gathering wrist. This is the 
second case of poison oak reported this season. 
Nellie Priest was the first one to exhibit the 
result of gathering the wrong kind of wild 
flowers. 


Elsie Geiger caused .a great flurry in our 
flock a short while ago by displaying a large 
diamond ring on the all-important finger. She 
now claims that it was a false alarm, and that 
she made the aforesaid ring herself. Anyhow, 
it was a lot of fun while it lasted. 


R. W. Brown, one of our counter men, is to 
become a blushing bride about June 15. Mil- 
dred May of Nashville, Tennessee, is the party 
of the first part. The happy (so far) young 
couple will motor from Fresno to Nashville 
with Miss May's mother and sister, and will be 
married in the southern city, where Brown 
plans to start a young power company of his 
own. l 


Margaret Henry of the consumer's depart- 
ment has spent her vacation already. She 
stayed at home and entertained her sister, Miss 
Barbara Freeland, who is soon to leave for an 
extended trip to Bonny Scotland. Miss Free- 
land will be remembered as a former employee 
of this company She was in the general office 
and not the Fresno District, however, which 
may make it a bit more difficult to remember. 

Mrs Schneider has also already returned 
from her summer vacation which she spent in 
Berkeley and San Francisco 


Mrs. A. H. Bingham of the Water Company’s 
consumer’s department is leaving in June. Her 
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place is to be filled by Mrs. Boyson, formerly 
of the inspection department. 

Fresno District is now selling stock. Norman 
Eichelberger ambled in a few days ago with 
a $5050.00 check, as cash payment for fifty 
shares. Clint Worden oozed in with a similar 
document for $1,515.00 for 15 shares, and Tom 
Smith is steadily piling up points. We haven't 
won many ball-games, but we are certainly 
trying. Smith has been so busy selling stock, 
that he hasn’t had time to think up reasons for 
protesting all the games that we have lost. As 
soon as he gets time to protest perhaps we will 
win some games. 

Retha McHaley, the general office force of 
our Sanger substation district, waltzed off with 
first, second, third, fourth, and fifth places in 
a dancing contest held at The Falls, on Bass 
Lake, May 30. The other couple failed to 
finish. 


CONSTRUCTION-SERVICE DEPT. 


BEVERLEY OSBORNE, Reporter. 


For the past few weeks, Cleo Thomas has 
been answering to the nickname of "Limpie." 
While plaving tennis recently, she was unfor- 
tunate enough to sprain her foot which ham- 
pered her progress for a while. "The foot is 
O. K. again so we will have to look for another 
name. 

Mrs. Roland Ross of Exeter, formerly Muriel 
Buckman, visited this office on May 20 saying 
"hello" to her friends and acquaintances of the 
days when she worked in Bank's O Street office. 
Young Master Ross was introduced to the gang 
and soon won them as friends. 

Most of the members of this office took 
advantage of the Memorial Day holiday to go 
out of town. Cleo Thomas went to Porter- 
ville, Al Parsell and Jimmie Heaslett to San 
Francisco, and Dan Quinlivan to Bass Lake. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


The Women's Luncheon Club met June 9 at 
Hotel Fresno with an attendance of about 65, 
including five guests. Lillian Broeker of the 
personnel department was chairman of the day 
and had arranged a very fine program. Chase 
Osborne, editor Fresno Republican, spoke on 
his trip with the American Navy to Hawaii 
and told of many thrilling and interesting 
experiences. Miss Regina La Roux, accom- 
panied by Dan Popovich, sang "Carry Me Back 
to Ole Virginny" and "California," composed 
by Popovich. Mrs. M. A. Brandt of the Valley 
Electrical Supply Company was appointed as 
chairman of the July meeting. 

The Walter Couse family moved to the Kings 
River job June 11, adding a new home to the 
ever-increasing village there. Little 89 
Nell will probably take her first steps up the 
side of one of the bluffs there. 

Efhe Henfling is spending her vacation and 
money taking short trips thither and yon. 

Charles Rawlins is back from a two-weeks’ 
stay in the bay region. 

To tell who went where and why over Decor- 
ation Day would require a supplement to the 
magazine so we won't attempt a complete list. 
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The A. B. Carpenters and R. F. Letchworths 
were in San Francisco, Beth Hilton and Ruth 
Garretson in Los Angeles, Maybelle Beckett 
and the Bob Chisholm family in Yosemite. 

Louise Thompson returned June 8 from a 
week's stay in Yosemite and Modesto. 

Shasta Hyatt has been heaving deep sighs 
lately that fairly shake the ninth floor. When 
pressed for a reason for this sadness, she says 
that she wants one of the cute little Silver 
Persian kitties in the window of a local florist 
shop. Fifteen whole dollars explains why she 
doesn't get one. Anyway Shasta has a very 
original reason for these June sighs. 

Milton Gross, fashion plate of the publicity 
department, appeared for work on June 8 
attired in a sweater that can only be described 
as a ‘knockout.” The very sight of it fills 
with envy the hearts of the would-be shieks of 
the organization, while mere words fail to con- 
vey what it does to the feminine hearts. But 
wait, girls, until you see it with the knickers 
he threatens to get next pay day. 

Maybelle Maag left the company June 13 to 
make her home in San Francisco. 

Violet Larson of the engineering department 
is spending her vacation in San Francisco. She 
will report for duty on June 22. 

Speaking of San Francisco, Ed Carlson 
seemed to be getting a good many bearing 
that postmark between June 8 and 22. 

Wayne Stone is now blue printer-in-chief on 
the seventh floor. Stone takes the place of A. F. 
Scott, who left about three weeks ago for 
Portland where he will make his home. 

The seventh floor misses the smile and cheery 
words of C. P. “Zip” Rhine, since he has gone 
down to the sixth floor to work. Here he is 
working with H. K. Fox onthe Kings River job. 


LOOKS THE PART 


After almost six months absence on account of an 
operation on his stomach, Fletcher A. Easton is back 
with the company as operator at California Avenue 
substation. He says he is feeling fine. 
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E. P. Butt left the company about May 1 to 
go to San Francisco, where he is now working 
for the Great Western Power Company on the 
Feather River Project. H. N. Kalb has taken 
over the work previously handled by Butt. 

Butt’s desk is now being occupied by C. M. 
McCardle, right-of-way agent. Mac is getting 
up in life, for only a few weeks ago he was 
working on the fifth floor. 

A very important event happened on June 
10, 1903, namely Bill Walker. The members 
of the seventh floor helped him celebrate the 
event this year. Liquid refreshments, consist- 
ing of milk, were served. Fellow employees 
furnished said refreshments, and the slimness 
of the party may be traced to the fact that 
Bill’s birthday came four days after payday. 


STORES DEPARTMENT 
LESLIE DIETRICH, Reporter. 


Hearty congratulations were extended to our 
“Dinty” Moore on May 25, the occasion being 
the arrival of a son to be named Jerry Moore. 
A fine big boy, too, weighing 10% pounds. 
Dinty was the recipient of a shower of dainty 
gifts for Jerry from the girls in his department. 

Mr. and Mrs. “Dolly” Hanson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Gus Grummett enjoyed the holidays at 
Kerckhoff. 

Mrs. Albert Blasingame and friends spent 
the week-end at Pineridge Tavern and were 
so delighted with the scenery and weather that 
they purchased an acre and are planning to 
erect a summer home soon. 

Frank and Nell Woods enjoyed the week- 
end with relatives in Modesto, taking a drive 
to Columbia, which is about 60 or 65 miles from 
Modesto, on Saturday. 

O. M. Simpson and party joined the crowd 
at Bass Lake over the holidays. They were 
among the lucky ones that succeeded in having 
fish for breakfast. 

Mrs. Leslie Dietrich visited with her father 
who is ill in San Francisco. 

Bill Bibbs, Wes Sullivan, and a party of 
sixteen fished and danced at Crane Valley. 
Dancing was fine, but fishing not so good. 


STATIONERY DEPARTMENT 


Bob and Birdie Martin enjoyed the holidays 
at the “Pines” Other power company folks in 
the party were Mr. and Mrs. Harris, and Mr. 
and Mrs. O. A. Haile. 

Ralph Hamlin tried his new car out on the 
climb to General Grant Park over the May 30 
holiday. 


TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 


The garage employees, or most of them, may 
now be found almost every Sunday somewhere 
on the waters of Crane Valley Lake where 
fishing is unusually good. 

J. M. Wainscoat made several trips to var- 
ious districts checking up company equipment. 

We are very sorry to hear of the death of 
Mrs. Mary Tessendor, mother of Henry Tessen- 
dor, machinist of the shop. 

D. E. Davis of the garage left Fresno May 
22 for a visit to Virginia. Mr. Davis has not 
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BILL GOES PREPARED 


The boys at the Fresno Garage thoughtfully provided 
Bill Davis with a trusty, and somewhat rusty, rifle to 
be used as required on his recent trip back to Virginia 
to see his old home folks. Bill was ready for any 
emergency that might arise in the land of his boyhood. 


seen his folks for seventeen years. He expects 
to be gone for about thirty days. On leaving 
he was presented with a cigarette case and the 
rifle shown in the picture herewith by the boys 
at the garage. 

George Hansen, wood worker at the shop, 
declares he will never again attempt to gain 
fame by racing. Mr. Hansen entered his 
Chevrolet against a Star near Turlock but as 
stars move fast, Mr. Hansen was forced to 
retire with the result that he is now thirteen 
dollars shy a month's pay because his car had 
to have a complete set of main bearings after 
the race. 

Well, the great day is approaching. Russell 
Kempton's Packard Twin-two built by Henry 
Ford is here and with it the future Mrs. Kemp- 
ton. Have you noticed the great dray loads of 
funny furniture on their way to 1830 Adoline 
Street? Rumor had it that cupid’s last curfew 
would ring June 16 in Oakland and Mr. and 
Mrs. Kempton will be at home two weeks later. 
A reception committee will be on hand. And 
Dame Rumor was right for that's what hap- 
pened. 

Fishing is good, so say J. D. Cole and L. C. 
viia who motored to Bass Lake over the holi- 

ays. 

Florence App, who spent the week-end at 
Alder Springs, is very much enthused over a 
pair of red bats which she saw in capitivity 
there. It is worth the trip to see this exhibit 
alone to say nothing of the chicken dinners. 

W. G. Parks is enjoying his vacation at this 


time. 
CRANE VALLEY 


Geo. J. GLEASON, Reporter. 

Fishing fever bas been raging here all month 
with no alarming results. Clyde Hart and 
Frank Richards seem to have it the worst. Miss 
June O'Hara started out right by hooking a big 
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Rainbow trout in Bass Lake. From the noise 
and screams that followed other fishermen 
started to her rescue, thinking that some one 
was drowning. She finally landed it, and still 
declares that it was the biggest fish ever caught 
by a schoolmarm. 

On Sunday, May 3, the Kerckhoff employees 
gave a picnic. Several from the Crane Valley 
District attended and all reported a good time. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Carter and daughter of 
Visalia spent a week-end in May with Mrs. 
Carter's son, Clyde Hart, operator at Power 
House No. 1. Clyde took them to Bass Lake 
on a fishing trip, but they didn't have much 
luck. 

Mrs. Viola Repsher and Miss Betty Repsher 
of Fresno were the guests of Mrs. Rose Gleason 
and Miss June O'Hara for a few days this 
month. 

Mose McElligott spent his two weeks’ vaca- 
tion in San Francisco and Bakersfield. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson spent May 30 
visiting home folks in Dinuba. 

Among the visitors at Cozy Cove during the 
month were C. B. Jackson and family; E. R. 
Banks and family; A. M. and Mrs. Hensley, 
and Jimmie Wainscoat. 

Hugh Smith of Power House No. 2 has been 
enjoying a visit from his father, H. M. Smith 
of Reno, Nevada. 

A. G. Wishon and a party of friends had 
dinner at Power House No. 1 on May 30 while 
enroute to Cozy Cove for the week-end. 

R. T. Stancoff and family have as their 
guests Mr. Stancoff's father and mother from 
Oklahoma. 

Frank Richards, who is employed as oiler at 
Power House No. 1 is leaving July 1. Here's 
wishing Frank good luck in his new field of 
work. We understand that he is going to enter 
the farming and fruit industry near Farmers- 
ville. | 
Bass Lake was lined with autos equipped 
with camping outfits May 30 and 31: Most of 
the motorists were bent on landing a big catch. 
Wes Sullivan declared that there was only one 
fish in the lake and some one caught that as 
he didn't even get a nibble. Dr. Wilds of 
Selma caught the limit in trout and bass. Bass 
Lake is filling up slowly but surely. It is now 
112 feet compared with 83 feet at this time last 
year. It looks as though the Crane Valley 
system will get a chance to do their bit this 
year. 


FRESNO CITY WATER CORP. 


MARIE WOLFE, Reporter. 


The erection of our 150,000-gallon steel pres- 
sure tank, located at Second and Madison 
Streets, was completed and tested out June 9. 
It was found to be in perfect working order. 

Superintendent C. B. Jackson spent the week 
ending June 6 in San Diego attending the Dis- 
trict Lions Convention as president of the 
Fresno club. 

Captain Weekes is a very busy man at this 
time. Besides doing his regular work he is 
carrying the burden of coaching the general 
office force in the art of selling stock. In 
drilling his squad, Claude forgets there is such 
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a word as left, and has kept them going right 
until the general office now looms a winner. 

J. T. Hurley and family spent May 30 and 
31 in Santa Cruz basking in the rain. 

W. F. Leavitt, (Big Bill) says to tell the 
world that he stayed in Fresno all day Decora- 
tion Day. What happened outside the city, 
Bill? 

The handsome young 
man shown on the right 
is one of the efficient 
crew of the Fresno 
City Water Company. 
He made a wonderful 
record a few years ago 
as a football. star but 
gave up  booting the 
pigskin when the busi- 
ness of the Water Com- 
pany demanded his en- 
tire attention. Who is 
he? C. B. Jackson 
offers a full quart of 
Noxage to the first per- 
son properly identify- 
ing the owner of the 
map shown herewith. 

L. L. Camy, the sheik of the Water Company, 
spent a few days last week in San Diego. Louis 
reports everything quiet across the border. 


TAFT 
A. L. ANDERSON, Reporter. 


Eddy Ingersoll and family, and Dewey and 
Mrs. Carpenter spent the week-end at Pismo 
Beach. 

W. E. Thompson, B. R. Davis, and M. B. 
Fisk of the line crew spent the week-end at 
Pismo Beach on a little fishing expedition, and 
capturd many small smelts. 

Dewey Carpenter is the proud possessor of 
. a new Buick roadster equipped with all mod- 
ern conveniences. 

The hot tap crew captured a fierce rattle- 
snake with a pair of hot hooks. Apparently 
hot hooks are good for handling something else 
besides hot wires. The gang expected to see 
some fun when they dumped their pet into a 
large hole in which a large king snake was 
supposed to be. Somebody, however, does not 
know what a king snake looks like for the two 
snakes got very friendly and absolutely refused 
to mix it. 

A few of the outside crew, including R. M. 
Henderson, B. S. Hart, D. C. Jones, W. R. 
Moore, J. M, Shoopman, L. J. Fuller and G. 
W. Berryhill, are warming up on baseball 
playing in the Sagebrush Twilight Baseba:l 
League of the West Side. 

Jim Reynolds is the proud possessor of a new 
Essex Coach. 

John Miller, who has been away from work 
for over a month due to sickness, is back on the 
job again. 

Charles Bickerdike, our former storekeeper, 
is still confined to his bed at the Westside Hos- 
pital, We all hope to see him back on the job 
again soon. 

E. V. Huntzberry has taken the position of 


WHO IS HE? 
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consumers’ clerk. C. J. McGoorty has left the 
employ of the company. We wish you much 
luck, Mack, in your new work. 

J. C. Berry has entered the San Joaquin fam- 
ily as assistant to District Manager O. A. Kom- 
mers. Mr. Berry was formerly electrical 
superintendent for the Berry Oil interests. Just 
recently he completed an electrical course given 
by the General Electric Company at Pittsfield 
and Pittsburgh. Mr. Kommers can now turn 
over much of the detail work to his assistant 
and will have more time personally to handle 
urgent outside work. 

Arthur L. Anderson, together with a couple 
of Taft's foremost musicians, made a hurried 
trip to Los Angeles. While there they spent 
some time taking in the sights. Mr. Anderson 
delivered a message from the mayor of Cali- 
fornia's foremost city to Chief Clerk W. A. 
Brooks, inviting him to come down and look 
'em over. 

Miss Elva Griffin, consumers’ clerk left on 
her vacation June 15. She will make a trip 
east to visit her parents. Her sister Edna will 
take over the position during her absence. 

Gail Ingersoll has been confined to his bed 
since May 12. We expect to have him back on 
the job again within a few days. 


CORCORAN 


ELINOR HEMMINGSEN, Reporter. 

Our efficient and congenial chief clerk, H. G. 
Jobe, is feeling quite proud due to the arrival 
in his family of a bright eight and three-quar- 
ters pound boy. This boy has a very bright 
future as his dad contemplates making a chief 
clerk out of him. 

We were favored with visits from C. W. 
Hughett, Lloyd Henley and Lester Wolcott dur- 
ing the month. They were amazed at the 
development taking place in our district. 

Elinor Hemmingsen still makes her weekly 
pilgrimage to Selma and we wonder why. 

Earl J. Shadle has some great attraction in 
the Fresno office for when he gets through with 
work on Saturday he always heads towards 
Fresno. 

H. Weiss has purchased a house and lot in 
Fresno and has already moved his family to 
that city. 

Walter Farrell has just returned from a trip 
to the northern part of the State and reports 
a very pleasant time. 

A party of fourteen, including representatives 
of the most powerful banking interests in San 
Francisco, together with prominent San Joaquin 
Valley men familiar with local conditions, made 
a tour of inspection of Corcoran district of 
May 17, studying industries and financial needs 
of the community. A roundtable discussion, 
presided over by J. W. Guiberson, at a noon 
luncheon following the trip through the country 
brought out the opportunities and solid founda- 
tion of the Lake District and Corcoran and 
expressions of satisfaction over the outlook by 
visiting credit men. 

Among the members of the party were J. C. 
Forkner of Fresno, Ed Hughson, Fresno; G. J. 
Kern of the Crocker National bank, San Fran- 
cisco; P. A. Pflueger of the Humboldt Savings 
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Bankers Rnd business men who looked over Corcoran 
District. 


bank; Fred L. Train of the Central National 
bank, Oakland; Castle Ryan, Anglo and Lon- 
don-Paris National bank; John I. Riordan, 
Bank of Italy; W. F. Volbert, Mercantile 
Trust; S. J. Castleman, Anglo-California Trust 
company; W. R. Roberts, First National bank; 
Oliver Carlson, Wells Fargo bank and Union 
Trust; J. E. McGingan, Humboldt Savings; 
F. S. Jefferies, San Francisco Association of 
Credit men, R. F. Osborn, Bank of California. 

Among the Corcoran people present were 
J. W. Guiberson, F. C. Carroll, C. H. Glenn, 
Sidney McHarg, H. G. Jobe, R. J. Hodson, 
J. B. Boyett, K. S. Battelle, R. F. Schmeiser, 
Nick Weis, E. J. Harp, L. P. Mitchell, G. H. 
Cutter, L. B. Dapron of Hanford. 


CORCORAN DISTRICT 
F. C. CARROLL, District Manager. 


During the month of May we signed up 
twenty-seven applications for power totaling 
three hundred fifty-three horsepower, four 
applications for cooking and heating totaling 
twenty kilowatts and five lighting consumers. 

During the month we connected up the fol- 
lowing consumers: 

Q. N. Quintana, increase 5 horsepower; B. 
G. Comfort, 10 horsepower; Steve Juniak, 3 
horsepower; J. W. Guiberson, 5 horsepower; 
Corcoran Irrigation District, 15 horsepower; 
L. A. Dapron, 5 horsepower; Post Card Ranch, 
15 horsepower; E. E. Spear, 5 horsepower; J. 
M. Hansen, 10 horsepower; J. G. Boswell, 
1212 horsepower; Tulare Lake Dredging Com- 
pany, increase 10 horsepower; Kenneth Bat- 
telle, 5 horsepower; N. E. McCutcheon, 5 
horsepower; Nis Hansen, 10 horsepower; Wm. 
Boatman, increase 71; horsepower; L. Coats, 
714 kilowatts; M. M. Reis, 7% kilowatts; E. D. 
Shields, 3 kilowatts additional; Bruce Fletcher, 
10% kilowatts; R. S. Gilkey, 3 kilowatts; Peter 
Irragay, 10 kilowatts; and M. F. McCutcheon, 
6 kilowatts. We also connected up five light- 
ing consumers. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 
Hazen G. REDFERN, District Manager. 


May was a very good month from the stand- 
point of new business signed, and this was in 
the face of the fact that there was plenty of 
ditch water available for irrigation. 
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During the month we received applications 
for 286 horsepower in agricultural motors, 
2212 kilowatts of C-1 load, and 18 lighting 
consumers. Among those signed for service 
are Haden and Company, Martin Gilbert, and 
F. B. Heindricks, 15-horsepower motors; W. 
Freeman, 20-horsepower motor; Kelley Vine- 
yard Company and Farmers Mechanics Com- 
pany, 10-horsepower motors; Mrs. A. Iverson, 
10-kilowatt range; G. Ledbetter and A. R. Upp, 
6.3-kilowatt range each. 

Several of the local packing houses have been 
packing plums for the past two weeks and have 
now started on apricots. 

The towns of Cutler and Orosi have adver- 
tised for bids on their proposed water systems 
and will start construction as soon as the bids 
are let. 

Packing of the Valencia crop has been com- 
pleted in this district and the return to the 
grower has been very gratifying. An average 
of $4.00 per box net has been realized on the 
entire crop, this high return being largely due 
to the quality fruit produced in this section. 

The planting of pimentoes on a large scale 
is being tried in the Wahtoke Lake District this 
season by R. J. Rivero. Mr. Rivero is an exper- 
ienced vegetable grower and he believes that 
this crop can be produced with success in this 
locality. 


SELMA 


Howard H. Younc, District Manager. 


From the standpoint of new business signed, 
the month of May made an excellent showing 
in comparison with corresponding months of 
preceding years. The Selma district is still 
operating five construction crews, four being 
used entirely for new business construction, the 


. fifth crew working on the new tie line that will 


connect Kingsburg substation with Selma and 
Parlier. 

During the month we accepted contracts to 
serve 35 power consumers with a total of 330 
horsepower, which ratio follows closely the 
customary proportion of about nine horsepower 
installed per agricultural consumer in_ this 
district. In addition to this load, we served 
three new industrial power consumers with a 
total of 25 horsepower, while six cooking and 
heating consumers were added to our service 
with a total of 43 kilowatts. 

Among the power installations worthy of 
comment is the 30-horsepower motor added to 
serve a feed chopping machine for Lyle J. 
Christie, who operates an electrified dairy and 
cattle ranch near Riverdale. In addition to 
this load he is served with a 20-horsepower 
motor for irrigation together with several elec- 
tric ranges, electric water heaters, electric ster- 
lizers, cream separators, milking machines and 
many other electric appliances, all designed to 
make dairying more economical in its opera- 
tions, more efhcient and particularly more con- 
venient and cleanly. Mr. Christie is milking 
approximately 75 cows at this time and has 
some 200 head of Hereford cattle that he is 
fattening for market. 

Fifty-two estimates and 15 jobs were com- 
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pleted during the month by the five line crews. 
Among the material used are listed 141 trans- 
formers hung on the lines and 94 new meters 
set. It is anticipated that the Kingsburg sub- 
station will be complete and on the line during 
June. Voltage conditions during the month 
were excellent. 

As result of the activities of our new hot tap 
wagon, a Dodge car manned by three men who 
follow the line crews to make the permanent 
taps from the new extension to the existing 
10 KV lines, 1,725 consumers were rendered 
uninterrupted service where service would have 
been shut down had the wagon not been in use. 

Among the new consumers added during the 
month are listed L. H. Say of Selma, who was 
served with a 5-kilowatt water heater, and 
J. A. Johnson of Del Rey, served with electric 
range and water heater while the club house 
of the Kings County Country Club, located near 
Laton, was served with an electric range and 
water heater. Two new street lights were 
added in the town of Fowler and 16 lighting 
consumers were connected to our lines. 


MADERA DISTRICT 


J. E. BARRETT, District Manager. 


The May rains did little damage in Madera 
District with the exception of making necessary 
re-sulphuring of vines, additional cultivation to 
break up the crust which was formed, particu- 
larly in the cotton fields, and slight damage to 
the hay crops. A few of the late cotton 
planters were forced to replant. 'The use of 
power during the month was somewhat tur- 
tailed. 

Forty-four agricultural services were installed 
during the mqnth, with a connected load of 
685 horsepower. “The largest of these new 
services were to Mordecai Estate, Madera, 30 
horsepower; Charles Kendricks, Chowchilla, 
20 horsepower; Bank of Italy, Madera, 20 
horsepower; U. S. Farm Land Corporation, 
Chowchilla, 12277 horsepower; Miller and Lux, 
60 horsepower; J. B. Cameron, Chowchilla, 25 
horsepower; Carleton College, Chowchilla, 40 
horsepower; L. H. Sly, Madera, 30 horsepower. 
Dubray and Lombardi and the Valley Feed and 
Fuel Company, Madera, were each served with 
21% horsepower industrial. 

Six new lighting consumers were added and 
seven heating and cooking consumers were 
served with 57.92 kilowatts. 

The baseball contest has resulted in a marked 
activity in stock sales in this district, 88 shares 
having been sold to 55 new and three old stock- 
holders during May. 

On Saturday, May 23, Madera County cele- 
brated its birthday for the first time. A large 
crowd from all over the county was in town and 
it is expected that the event will be celebrated 
each year hereafter. 


TAFT DISTRICT 
O. A. KoMMzns, District Manager. 
Petroleum Midway Oil Company recently 
installed two 15/30 horsepower oil well pump- 


ing motors on Section 34-32-24. 
The North American Oil Consolidated on 
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Section 30-31-24 installed one 15-horsepower 
motor for line pump. 

The Western Production Company located on 
Section 21-31-22 recently installed three 15/30 
horsepower oil well pumping motors. This is 
is new company starting in the West Side fields. 

Reiger Iron Works completed installation of 
a 40-horsepower motor generator set to be used 
for welding. 

During the last two years the Honolulu Con- 
solidated Oil Company has installed approxi- 
mately 1,200 horsepower, consisting of shop, 
motor and oil well equipment. The company 
contemplates doubling this load before the end 
of this year. This company has done consid- 
erable development on Sections 6-4-2-10 and 
8 in township 32-24 and will continue drilling 
on a large scale for some time. 

Twelve miles of poles have been set and 
framed on the new 60 K. V. line, also three 
miles of poles set for the 11 K. V. lines. String- 
ing of wires will begin at once, and lines will 
be completed within a short time. We expect 
delivery of substation transformers by July 1. 
In the meantime the construction of the new 
Elk Hills substation will be completed and it 
will be on the line by the middle of July. 

The district to be served by this substation 
comprises all sections in township 30-24, 30-25, 
31-25, 31-34. At the present time there is a 
connected load in this district of 3,200 horse- 
power which will be cut over to the new station. 


KINGS RIVER 


Chief Construction Engineer Harold K. Fox 
reports the two-mile road from Balch Camp 
to Balch Power House site almost finished, 
July 4 being set for the day for celebration of 
the completion of this big cut through the side 
of the mountain. 'The 7,000 feet of road to 
Williams Crossing also will be through to 
Farnham dam site about the same time. Brush 
and trees have been cleared away from the 
penstock site and incline equipment from 
Kerckhoff dam soon will be installed for con- 
struction work on the big pipe. The sawmill is 
in operation turning out boards for construc- 
tion work. 

Preparations for the 19,550-foot tunnel from 
Williams Crossing to 
Patterson Mountain are 
well under way. This 
part of Balch plant will 
be superintendended by 
Ed “Tunnel” Fox, the 
man who built Kerck- 
hoff, and Kern Canyon 
tunnels for San Joaquin 
Power, and other big 
tunnel jobs, notably Big 
Creek for Southern 
California Edison, two 
tunnels for Copco, and 
a big tunnel for the 
Daido Denryku Com- 
pany in Japan. Fox 
recently made a trip to 
Colorado to study tun- 
nel building methods on the great Moffatt Rail- 
road bore through the Contintntal Divide. 


“Tunnel” Fox 
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How It’s Done 

Hogan was tired of the city and wanted 
to move out to the great open spaces, 
where men are men and all that sort of 
thing. According, he sought information. 

“Clancy,” he said, "ye've taken a home- 
stead, so ye know all about it. Will ye be 
tellin’ me th’ law about goin’ about it?" 

“Well, you see,” said Clancy judiciously, 
“T’m not after rememberin’ the letter of 
the law, but here’s what it amounts to: 
The guvviment is willin’ to bet ye wan 
hundred an’ sixty acres of land agin four- 
teen dollars that ye can’t live on it five 
years without starvin' to death.”—Ex- 
change. 


A man in a mental hospital sat dangling 
a stick with a piece of string over a flower 
bed. A visitor approached and wishing to 
be affable, remarked: 

“How many have you caught?” 

“You’re the ninth,” was the reply. 


Love Dies 
We've come to the end of it all, dear, 
Our love lies withered and dead; 
For I can no longer cherish a wife 
Who eats graham crackers in bed. 


A Scotchman went to the box office after 
witnessing the new show. “Will ye kindly 
retairn me the amount of the amusement 
tax?” he said. 

“Why?” asked the manager. 

“I wasna amused,” said the Scotchman. 


Nine-year-old Hughie, whose father is 
an electrical engineer, picked up a wasp. 
As he stood ruefully sucking his thumb his 
father came upon him and asked what was 
the matter. 

“That bug's wiring was wrong,” 
answered Hughie. “I touched him, and 
he wasn’t insulated at all. 


| J Little Mears 
"ow]hey Do Gt U 


31 


"Has your new son-in-law any livestock 
to begin farming with?” inquired the vil- 
lage gossip of Uncle Jeremiah Snodgrass. 

“Well, he’s got my goat," replied Uncle 
Jeremiah, as he gave the off-horse a vindic- 
tive cut and went rattling out of town. 


“Your Honor," said the prosecuting 
attorney, “your bull pup has went and 
chawed up the Bible." 

“Make the witness kiss the dog," grum- 
bled the court. “We can’t adjourn to get 
a new Bible." 


Clarence was home from college on his 
mid-year vacation and mother was unpack- 
ing his clothing and hanging them in the 
closet. 

Taking a coat from his suit case she 
found a pawn ticket hanging from one of 
the buttons. “Clarence, what is this tag 
on your coat?" 

“Oh, that's a check, mother; I was at a 
dance and checked my coat." 

Presently mother hauled out a pair of 
trousers and these also bore a tag. With 
a rather surprised look she turned to Clar- 
ence and asked: 

“Clarence,.my boy, just what sort of a 
dance was it?" 


Two or A KIND 

'The genial but overdue boarder came 
downstairs. 

"Good morning, Mrs. Monahan," he 
called out cheerily. “Did you ever see 
anything so unsettled as the weather we are 
having these days?" 

"Well, there's your board bill," the land: 
lady informed him pointedly. 


A MovurH FULL 
Duke—I’m smoking a terrible lot of 
cigars lately! 
joe—Y ou sure are, if that's one of 'em 


“Hou to Invest Your Money" 


By BAYARD DOMINICK, 
President, Better Business Bureau of New York City. 


HE risk of loss from legitimate 
investments is small. Ill-advised 
speculations take millions of dollars 

from Americans annually. Fraudulent 
schemers take many more millions. 

A dollar soundly invested will almost 
certainly return and return with something 
earned. A dollar put into a speculation 
has a chance—perhaps a good one, perhaps 
only a gambling chance, and may or may 
not return. A dollar put into a fraudulent 
enterprise will not return once in a thou- 
sand times. Of these general facts, there 
is no doubt. The difficulty, for inexper- 
ienced investors, is how to tell which 
securities are investments, which specula- 
tions, and which are probable frauds. 

Briefly stated, a man invests his funds 
when he looks primarily to the preservation 
of what he already has. He speculates 
when he looks primarily to profits or yield, 
taking risks to that end with what he 
already has. | 


KNOW WHAT YOU ARE BUYING 


Investments and speculations may both 
be legitimate, but they are not equally 
proper for all persons. “True investments 
are always sound. Frauds masquerading 
as speculations or investments, however 
attractive may be their disguise, are always 
to be guarded against. No man would 
put funds into a thing which he knows to 
be fraudulent, any more than he would 
toss coins into the sea. He should know 
what he is buying before he parts with his 
money. 

Investment, speculative and fraudulent 
securities do not always appear in such 
pure forms as to be instantly distinguish- 
able, as do the three primary colors, red, 
blue and yellow. By fixing his mind on 
the color he wants, however, and by 
making a fair effort, every person can 
achieve a quality in his investment program 
which makes for soundness. In other 
words: Before You Invest, Investigate. 


THE QUALITY 


To be classified as an investment, any 
stock or bond should possess at least the 
three cardinal qualities: 
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A. Safety of principal 
B. Satisfactory income 


C. Saleability 


These represent the three fundamental 
principles of investment, stated in the 
order of their importance. An investment 
security obviously should preserve safely 
the principal amount of funds entrusted 
to it, that being always the first object of 
an investment. Its history of earnings : 
should be such as to assure a return regu- 
larly to the investor, either in interest or 
dividends, that being always the second 
object of an investment. 

It should be readily saleable, that being 
the only assurance an investor has of his 
ability to turn the security quickly into 
cash, without material loss, in case emer- 
gencies make such a step necessary or 
advantageous. 

Other qualities may be possessed to 
advantage, but these three are basic. Even 
if an enterprise is legitimate, and honestly 
managed, its stocks and bonds are specu- 
lations unless they possess in good degree 
all three of these qualities. To the extent 
that a security lacks them, or any one of 
them, it is speculative in character, 
involving risk. 
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San Joaquin Power electric rates are rel- 
atively lower than ever before, as comparison 
with the U. S. Department of Labor whole- 
sale commodity index for California will 
show. 


A business so stabilized is a good business 
to invest in. Its revenues depend on the use - 
of a necessary public service that has a con- 
stantly increasing demand. The earnings are 
regular and assured. 


More than $800,000 par value of 
San Joaquin Power Seven Per 
Cent Prior Preferred Stock has 
been sold since January 1, 1925. 


Price $101 per share cash; $102 per share on 
payments of $6 down and $5 per month. 


Ask any San Joaquin Power employee— 
he owns some. 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT & POWER 
CORPORATION 


7. A. G. WisHoN, President 


